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Thank you for having me today, and for the chance to provide you updates on the FirstNet Authority’s recent activities and progress.  

I’d like to start by noting yesterday’s news that NTIA and the FirstNet Authority announced that our CEO Mike Poth has accepted a position in the private sector and will assist with transition efforts before leaving his position at the end of September.  We thank Mike for his leadership during his 3+ years with FirstNet, and wish him luck in the future!  

On another organizational change note, longtime Board Member Ed Horowitz was reappointed to the Board yesterday, as well as named Chairman by U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross.  

Ed’s previous leadership as the Chair of the Finance Committee and his extensive expertise in private sector telecommunications, media, and financial services will benefit the FirstNet Authority and the buildout and deployment of the network in the years to come.  
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• Launch FirstNet Core – March 2018  

• Nationwide buildout of state RANs and Band 14  

• Grow Applications and Devices Ecosystem 

• Test current/future network features in  

Innovation & Testing Lab 

• Support Network Operations and Pilots 

 
 

Over 150,000 connections from 2,500 agencies have adopted FirstNet 
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This year has been a productive and exciting year for FirstNet.  We launched the physically separate, geographically redundant FirstNet Core in March of 2018; 
We began the buildout of the Radio Access Network in each of the 56 states and territories, including Band 14, per the State Plans; 
Launched the FirstNet App Catalog with over 20 public safety applications available today 
The Lab in Boulder, CO, is available to host public safety testing of devices and network capabilities 
Continued support of public safety across the country through agency engagements, association outreach, and ongoing education 
To date, in addition to these milestones, we have over 150,000 connections from over 2,500 public safety agencies, across 52 states and territories.  These numbers show the expansion and success of FirstNet across the country.  
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5 early benefits of FirstNet 
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Preemption 
Secure  

Data Sharing 
Customer Care & 
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5 EARLY BENEFITS OF FIRSTNET 

Richmond, VA Brazos County, TX Brookfield, CT 

We heavily use mobile data in order to 
be more efficient in delivering 
information to responders and to retrieve 
information independently from the 
communications center. FirstNet allows 
us to have priority and preemption so 
it is available to us all the time.” 

 
– Stephen Willoughby, Director and  
Chief of the Department of Emergency 
Communications, City of Richmond, VA 

 

“When you have one network to manage 
your team and share information with 
other agencies, we don’t have a silo 
agency with all the information in one 
place. Instead, we have true 
interoperability and better 
communications to share information 
over a secure network.” 

 
– Lieutenant Thomas Randall (Ret.),  
Brazos County, TX, Sheriff’s Office 

“The Connecticut Incident Management 
team who we contacted to help us work 
with AT&T, said, ‘Look, we know you 
guys are down on phones. We’re going 
to make it happen.’ And it was done 
within two hours. We got confirmation, 
got a quick lesson on [FirstNet 
devices], and we were good to go.” 

 
– Andrew Ellis, Assistant Fire Chief,  
Brookfield, CT, Fire Department 
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And as we’re out with public safety – hearing what they need and want from this communication platform, they’re telling us how the network is helping them TODAY. 

These are a few of the features that we’ve particularly heard about… features that help them work with enhanced situational awareness, better coverage and connection, and the support they need as they work to save lives and secure communities. 

The emergency comms chief in Richmond, Stephen Willoughby, said: “FirstNet allows us to have priority and preemption – so it’s available to us all the time.”

Lieut. Thomas Randall of Brazos County said that FirstNet gives, “True interoperability and better communications to share information over a secure network.” 

Andrew Ellis, Asst. Fire Chief of Brookfield, CT, said that in a recent major weather event, they got a quick lesson on FirstNet devices and they were, “good to go.” 

We’re building the network that public safety fought for and deserves – and we’re committed to working with our partner and with public safety to continue evolving it so it meets first responders’ needs now and in the future. 
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FY 2019 Priorities 

NETWORK PUBLIC SAFETY ADVOCACY INNOVATION REINVESTMENT 

Continued build, operation 
and evolution of the NPSBN 

Continued outreach and 
advocacy to federal, tribal, 
state and local public safety 
and associations to ensure the 
network meets their needs 

Drive innovation and seek 
technologies to advance 
public safety 
communications 

In-depth analysis and 
recommendations for 
future reinvestment 
efforts on behalf of 
public safety 
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Looking to 2019 and beyond, we anticipate that we will continue to work with our partner as they build, operate, maintain, and upgrade the NPSBN.  

That work will involve continued outreach to and advocacy for public safety, and associations like NPSTC, which has always been a great and valuable partner to us.  Our Public Safety Advocacy (PSA) team will touch responders across all disciplines and levels of government, bringing their feedback into the network.  

An important part of that advocacy work will be driving innovation specifically for public safety users, to ensure that as technology evolves, their communications capabilities on the FirstNet network evolve.  

Lastly, our reinvestment will be driven by careful and in-depth analysis of recommendations from public safety and telecom experts.  Many of you may have seen the August Board Meeting, where the Board approved the FY2019 budget, with $80 million set aside specifically for reinvestment.  We will continue to work with public safety to best use that money for their network in the years to come.  

If there are no questions, I’ll turn it over to Paul Patrick, the Interim PSAC Chair, for the PSAC update. Paul?  
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PSAC Update   
Paul Patrick| Interim PSAC Chairman 
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PSAC Summer 2018 Activities  

Uplift Request Tool  
Webinar  

 
 

August 27 

Priority Assignment 
Overview  
Webinar  

 
July 24 

TWG In-Person 
Meeting 

 
 

Aug. 15-16 

Executive Committee 
In-Person & GNOC 

Tour 
 

Aug. 29-30 
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TPs for Paul  
Thank you, Jeff, and to the NPSTC for having me today. The PSAC has remained busy as ever since I last joined you.  We’ve been holding monthly webinars, most recently on the Quality of Service, Priority and Preemption, or Priority Assignment, and the Uplift Request Tool. I’d like to thank FirstNet Authority staff for supporting these webinars, and providing the PSAC an opportunity to weigh in on these critical network topics. Our next webinar will be in September on the IoLST, or Internet of Life Saving Things. 

I also had the opportunity, along with EC member Todd Early, to join the PSAC’s Tribal Working Group for an in-person meeting at the Rincon Fire Department in Valley Center, California, just outside of San Diego County. Among the many topics discussed at this nearly two day meeting, AT&T gave an buildout and branding report, we heard from tribal public safety users, and discussed the expansion of additional associations to the TWG. 

And finally last week, the Executive Committee and I traveled to Bedminster, New Jersey to tour AT&T’s Global Network Operations Center. We also held an in-person meeting to discuss PSAC business and future planning, and recorded a podcast with PSA director Dave Buchanan.  Look for the EC’s podcast episode in the near future!  

I look forward to meeting with the full PSAC in December [date TBD] and would like to thank all those involved in this summer’s productive activities.  
Are there any questions?  
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